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Nurses and doctors in the CoxHealth Emergency Department in Springfield, Mo., don personal protective equipment to treat patients with COVID-19, Friday, July 16, 
2021. Associated Press 
Page 2 
cL =e 
TICO KOCK ANGELA FLORES JEAN PAUL PAULA RIDERSTAP RICKY THOMAS RICKY THOMAS ANGELA FLORES 
STEEL DRUM VIOLINIST SAXOPHONIST SINGER GUITAR GUITAR VIOLINIST 
4-6pm 6:30 - 8:30pm 6:30 - 8:30pm 6:30 - 8:30pm ?7-9pm 7-9pm 6:30 - 8:30pm 
PAULA RIDERSTAP KARAOKE | = iWATER’S ENCE 
1 4 P J , c 5 1 a= | = = i ail = _ 
SINGER HAPPY HOUR "RESTAURANT & BAR 


6:30 - 8:50pm 9:00 - 71:00pm 
Tel +297 583 8000 Ext, 8150 | Reservations at wateredge-aruba.com | Elegant dining, spectacular ocean views enjoyed al fresco or in air conditioned comfort | Located at Costa Linda Beach Resort 











Happy 7 aghes- 





Holos Clementines 3b ~~» Sunny Smooth 6loz —«-—«EE Frosted Fikes 502 —BQUGril Chicken Drunstck 


“Offer is valid from 16 - 22 July 2021 and while supplies last. All prices are in US dollars ($) 





SATURDAY 17 JULY 2021 |UP FRONT 





AN IHG * HOTEL 
ARUBA 


For more information: 
+797 586 3600 
hiaruba@ihg.com 


From Front 


By H. HOLLINGSWORTH and 
JOSH FUNK 

Associated Press 

The COVID-19 comeback 
across the U.S. is putting 
oressure on hospitals at a 
time when some of them 
are busy just trying to catch 
Up on surgeries and other 
procedures that were put 
on hold during the pan- 
demic. 

With the highly contagious 
delta variant spreading 
rapidly, cases in the U.S. are 
Up around 70% over the last 
week, hospital admissions 
have climbed about 36% 
and deaths rose by 26%, 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
sald Friday. 

Some hospitals are report- 
ing record or near-record 
patient volumes. But even 
for those that aren't, this 
round of the pandemic is 
proving tougher in some 
ways, hospital and health 
officials said. Staff members 
are worn out, and finding 
traveling nurses to boost 
their ranks can be tough. 

“| really think of if as a war 
and how long can you stay 
on the front line,” said Dr. 
Mark Rosenberg, president 
of the American College 
of Emergency Physicians. 
“And how many times do 
you want to go back for 
another tour of duty. Even- 
tually you just don’t want to 
do it.” 

Also, many hospitals were 
busy even before the surge 
began, dealing with a 
backlog of cancer screen- 
ings, Operations and other 
procedures that were put 
off during the winter surge 
to free up space and staff 
members, according to 
health care leaders. 
“Eventually you have to 
pay the piper, and those 
things have now built up,” 
said Dr. James Lawler of the 
Global Center for Health 
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Security at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center 
in Omaha. 
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slowed to a crawl, with only 
about 48% of the popula- 
tion fully protected. 
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In Florida, UF Health Jack- 
sonville is talking about set- 
ting up tents in the parking 





In this May 19, 2021 file photo, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky testifies during a Senate Appropriations Subcommittee hearing on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. 


The fear now at some hos- 
pitals is that they will have 
to postpone non-COVID-19 
care again — and risk the 
potential health conse- 
quences for patients. 

Dr. Laura Makaroff, senior 
vice president for preven- 
tion and early detection for 
the American Cancer So- 
ciety, said cancer screen- 
ings dropped during the 
outbreak and have yet 
to return to normal lev- 
els in many communities. 
She warned that delays 
in screenings can result in 
cancers being detected at 
more advanced stages of 
the disease. 

COVID-19 deaths and 
newly confirmed — infec- 
tions across the U.S. are still 
dramatically lower than 
they were over the winter. 
But for the first time since 
then, cases are rising in 
all 50 states. And the na- 
tion’s vaccination drive has 


CDC Director Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky warned that the 
outbreak in the USS. is be- 
coming “a pandemic of 
the unvaccinated” be- 
cause nearly all hospital 
admissions and deaths are 
among those who hadn't 
been immunized. 

One of the most over- 
whelmed areas of the 
country is Springfield, Mis- 
sour, Where public health 
officials begged the state 
this week to convert a dor- 
mitory, hotel or another 
large space for the care 
of less seriously ill COVID-19 
patients so that the city’s 
two hospitals can focus on 
the sickest. 

Mercy Springfield and Cox 
South have seen a seven- 
fold increase in coronavi- 
rus patients since late May, 
with Mercy treating pan- 
demic-high numbers and 
Cox expected to break its 
own record next week. 
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lot to help with the overflow 
after the number of CO- 
VID-19 in-patients doubled 
to 77 over the past couple 
of weeks. Chad Neilsen, 
director of infection pre- 
vention, said the hospital 
expects to surpass Its Janu- 
ary high of 125 COVID-19 
in-patients in the next few 
WEEKS. 

Before the rise, the hospital 
had begun a push to bring 
back patients who had de- 
layed care amid the pan- 
demic. Now it is discuss- 
ing canceling procedures, 
Neilsen said. 

“To be telling someone, 
‘Sorry, we have to delay 
your hip surgery or your pro- 
cedure because we have 
too many COVID patients 
who are largely unvacci- 
nated,’ it is just not what we 
signed up to do in health 
care,” he said. 

In Georgia, Augusta Uni- 
versity Medical Center is 





“busting at the seams” as 
it handles medical proce- 
dures postponed because 
of the pandemic and deals 
with a spike in respiratory ill- 
nesses that usually hit in the 
wintertime, said Dr. Phillip 
Coule, chief medical offi- 
cer. 

COVID-19 hospitalizations 
also have started inching 
Up to around eight or 10 
patients, from lows of one or 
two a day. While the num- 
bers still remain far below 
the peak of 145 in January, 
Coule said he is watching 
the situation closely. 

“In some ways | feel like we 
are a lot better off than we 
were before,” he said, not- 
ing that the staff is safer be- 
cause of vaccinations. “In 
other ways, it worries we if 
we have to defer routine 
care again what the out- 
come will be.” 

In California, Los Angeles 
County will again require 
masks indoors, even in peo- 
ple who have been vacci- 
nated. Over the past three 
weeks, COVID-19 cases 
have doubled across Kaiser 
Permanente’s 36 California 
hospitals, fo more than 400. 
Dr. Stephen Parodi, who 
heloed develop the surge 
plans for Kaiser Perman- 
ente’s hospitals, said he Is 
confident they can handle 
the influx, noting that the 
total is still less than 20% of 
the January peak. 

But he said the hospitals 
already were busy with 
people showing up at 
emergency rooms” with 
more severe illnesses than 
they would have had if the 
problems had been de- 
tected sooner. 

“AT some point, _ illness 
doesn’t wait for us,” he 
said. “The ability to defer 
additional care when you 
have already deferred for 
a year, year and a half, is 
just simply not an accept- 
able option.’L) 
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Trump showerhead rule on more water flow goes down the drain 


By MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — So 
much for Donald Trump's 
quest for “perfect” hair. 
The Biden administration is 
reversing a Trump-era rule 
approved after the former 
oresident complained he 
wasn't getting wet enough 
because of limits on water 
flow from showerheads. 
Now, with a new president 
in office, the Energy De- 
partment is going back to a 
standard adopted in 2013, 
saying it provides plenty of 
water for a good soak and 
a thorough clean. 

The rule change will have 
little practical effect, since 
nearly all commercially 
made showerheads com- 
oly with the 2013 rule — the 
pet peeve of the former 
president notwithstanding. 
The Energy Department 
said the action clarifies 
what's been happening 
in the marketplace. Show- 
ers that provide the extra 
supply of water desired by 
Trump are not easily found, 
officials said. 

Since 1992, federal law has 
dictated that new show- 
erneads should not pour 
more than 2.5 gallons (9.5 
liters) of water per minute. 
As newer shower fixtures 
came out with multiple 
nozzles, the Obama ad- 
ministration defined the 
showerhead restrictions to 
apply to what comes out 
in total. So if there are four 
nozzles, no more than 2.5 
gallons total should come 








In this Aug. 12, 2020 file photo, water flows from a showerhead in Portland, Ore. 


out among all four. 

The Trump-era rule, final- 
ized in December, allows 
each nozzle to spray as 
much as 2.5 gallons, not just 
the overall showerhead. 

A proposed rule change, 
set to be published in the 
Federal Register next week, 
reverts to the Obama-era 
standard. The public. will 
have 60 days fo comment 
before a final rule is devel- 
oped. 

The change will ensure that 
consumers continue’ to 
save money while reduc- 
ing water use and paying 
lower energy bills, the En- 
ergy Department said. Of- 
ficials estimated that the 
Obama-era rule saved 
households about $38 a 


year, and the Energy De- 
partment expects — similar 
savings by reverting to the 
2013 standard. 

“AS many parts of Amer- 
ica experience historic 
droughts, this common- 
sense proposal means con- 
sumers Can purchase show- 
erheads that conserve wa- 
ter and save them money 
on their utility bills,’’ Kelly 
Speakes-Backman, acting 
assistant secretary for the 
department's Office of En- 
ergy Efficiency and Renew- 
able Energy, said Friday. 
While publicly talking about 
the need to keep his hair 
“oerfect,” Trump made in- 
creasing water flow and 
dialing back longstanding 
appliance conservation 
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standards — including for 
light bulbs, toilets and dish- 
washers — a personal issue. 
“SO showerheads — you 
take a shower, the water 
doesn't come out. You 
want to wash your hands, 
the water doesn’t come 
ouf,’’ Trump said at the 
White House last year. “So 
what do you doz? You just 
stand there longer or you 
take a shower longer¢ Be- 
cause my hair — | don't 
know about you, but If has 
to be perfect. Perfect.” 

But consumer and conser- 
vation groups said the 2020 
rule change was silly, un- 
necessary and wasteful, es- 
pecially as the West bakes 
through a historic two-de- 
cade-long megadrought. 


With four or five or more noz- 
Zles, “you could have 10, 15 
gallons per minute power- 
ing out of the showerhead, 
literally probably washing 
you out of the bathroom,” 
said Andrew deLaski, exec- 
utive director of the energy 
conservation group Appli- 
ance Standards Awareness 
Project. “At a time when a 
good portion of the coun- 
try is experiencing serious 
drought exacerbated by 
climate change, there’s 
no place for showerheads 
that use needless amounts 
of water.” 

DeLaski and officials at 
Consumer Reports said 
there’s been no public out- 
cry or need for change. 
The Energy Department's 
database of 12,499 show- 
erheads showed 74% of 
them use 2 gallons (7.5 li- 
ters) or less water per min- 
ute, which is 20% less than 
the federal standard. 

A 2016 test of showerheads 
by Consumer Reports 
found that the best-rated 
showerheads, including 
a $20 model, provided a 
pleasing amount of water 
flow and met federal stan- 
dards. The Energy Depart- 
ment also is proposing to 
remove the definition of 
“body spray” adopted in 
the 2020 final rule. The rule 
allows “body sprays” fo 
circumvent congressional 
intent to promote water 
conservation simply based 
on orientation of the water 
flow — a side spray rather 
than overhead.) 





Biden comment hints at boosting travel 
between US and Europe 


By DAVID KOENIG 

AP Airlines Writer 

A comment by President 
Joe Biden is encouraging 
airlines to hope that travel 
between the United States 
and Europe could be ex- 
panded in time for last-min- 
ute, late-summer vacation 
Trips. 

At a news conference with 
German Chancellor Ange- 
la Merkel, Biden was asked 
about ending restrictions 
that bar most European 
visitors from entering the 
United States. 

Biden said Thursday that a 


team that is advising him 
on the pandemic “brought 
that subject up. It’s in the 
process of (considering) 
how soon we can liff the 
ban ... and | will be able 
to answer that question to 
you within the next several 
Ooys.” 

“The science says we can 
safely reopen international 
travel now, particularly for 
countries that have made 
considerable progress fo- 
ward vaccinating — their 
citizens,” said Tori Emerson 
Barnes, the travel group's 
executive vice president 


of policy, citing studies that 
concluded there is a low 
risk of transmitting the virus 
during flights. 

“Each day that outdated 
restrictions on travel exist 
wreaks economic damage 
on our nation.” 

Airlines for America, a 
trade group representing 
major U.S. carriers, said “the 
time for action is now” to 
reopen to international visi- 
tors. The group noted that 
the U.S. allows travel fo and 
from Mexico, where less 
than one-third of the Popu- 
lation is vaccinated, while 
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In this June 16, 2021 file photo, travelers queue up in long 
lines to pass through the south security checkpoint in Denver 


International Airport in Denver. 


severely restricting travel 
from Canada and the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, two countries 
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with relatively high vacci- 
nation rates.L]} 
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Coalition blasts plans to divert Colorado River amid drought 


By SAM METZ 

Associated Press / 

Report for America 
CARSON CITY, Nev. (AP) 
— Farmers, environmental- 
ists and small-town business 
owners gathered at the 
Hoover Dam on Thursday 
to call for a moratorium 
on building pipelines and 
dams along the Colorado 
River that they say would 
jeopardize the 40 million 
people who rely on if as a 
water source. 

They're pushing for the 
moratoriums as parts of the 
U.S. West are gripped by 
historic drought and hot- 
ter temperatures and dry 
vegetation provide fuel 
for wildfires sweeping the 
region. Federal officials ex- 
pect to make the first-ever 
water shortage declara- 
tion in the Colorado River 
basin next month, prompt- 
ing cuts in Arizona, Nevada 
and Mexico. 

“We're here fo say, ‘Damn 
the status quo,’” said Kyle 
Roerink, the executive di- 
rector of the Great Basin 
Water Network. 

“No more business as usual. 
Why? Because we're fail- 
ing: It’s plain and simple. 
We shouldn’t be seeing 
that bathtub ring growing 
like it Is,” he added, gestur- 
ing toward the white band 
that wraps the perimeter 
of Lake Mead, marking for- 
mer water levels. 

Hot temperatures and less 
snowpack have decreased 
the amount of water that 
flows from the Rocky Moun- 
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Kyle Roerink of Great Basin Water Network, center, speaks during a news eoiterenee: at the 
Hoover Dam in the Arizona side, Thursday, July 15, 2021, to share demands for managing the 


shrinking Colorado River. 


tains down through the arid 
deserts of the Southwest 
into the Gulf of California. 
Scientists attribute the ex- 
treme conditions to a com- 
bination of natural weath- 
er patterns and human- 
caused climate change, 
which has made the West 
warmer and drier in the 
past 30 years. 

Almost a century after sev- 
en U.S. states divvied up the 
river, Lake Mead and Lake 


Powell — the two man- 
made reservoirs that store 
river water — are. shrink- 


ing faster than expected, 
soreading panic through- 
out a region that relies on 
the river to sustain 40 million 


people and a $5 billion-a- 
year agricultural industry. 
Nevada does not use its 
full allocation of river wa- 
ter and stands to be less 
affected by the cuts tied 
to the federal water short- 
age declaration than Ari- 
zona, where farmers. will 
have to rely more heavily 
on groundwater and leave 
fields Unplanted. 

Officials in both states ac- 
knowledge the record 
lows are part of an ongo- 
ing downward spiral for 
the river but assure water 
users that they’ve spent 
years preparing and have 
enough water to accom- 
modate expected popu- 
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lation growth and supply 
farmers. 

But those speaking at 
Hoover Dam on Thursday 
blasted water officials and 
said agreements reached 
in 2007 and 2019 weren't 
fulfilling their puroose to 
maintain the river. They 
said proponents of proj- 
ects to facilitate more wa- 
ter consumption weren't 
being realistic about ac- 
tlon needed to ensure the 
Colorado River continues 
to supply water and hydro- 
power to the region’s cities 
and farms. 

Utah Rivers Council Execu- 
tive Director Zach Frankel 
said state and federal offi- 


cials should abandon plans 
to build a pipeline to siphon 
water from Lake Powell to 
the Sand Hollow Reservoir 
in southern Utah. He said 
it was important to ensure 
federal infrastructure dol- 
lars weren't soent on proj- 
ects that enable more 
wasteful water use and 
pointed out that Utah's 
Washington County — 
which would benefit from 
the diversion — uses more 
water per capita than Las 
Vegas and Phoenix. 

“It Is simply madness that as 
the Colorado River reaches 
its lowest levels in recorded 
history that we will be pro- 
posing a new water diver- 
sion upstream. While the 
lower basin is going to diet 
and cutting its water use, 
we should not let the upper 
basin go to an all-you-can- 
eat buffet,” he said. 

The Imperial Irrigation Dis- 
trict, which oversees water 
in parts of Southern Calli- 
fornia and has water rights 
to roughly 20% of the Col- 
orado River — more than 
Nevada and Arizona com- 
bined — withdrew from the 
most recent set of negotia- 
tions. 

JB Hamby, the vice presi- 
dent of the district’s board, 
said it was important that 
water management poli- 
cies made in the future 
ensured that rural farming 
communities — which use 
the majority of the region's 
water — wouldn't bear the 
brunt of the drought so that 
cities can keep growing.L) 








In this Sept. 6, 2020, file photo, the Creek Fire burns in the Sierra 
National Forest near Big Creek, Calif. 


CLOVIS, Calif. (AP) — A 
lightning strike likely ignited 
a 2020 wildfire in Califor- 
nia’s Sierra National For- 
est, but the U.S. Forest Ser- 
vice said Friday they could 
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not determine an official 
cause of the fire. Seotem- 
ber’s Creek Fire burned 600 
square miles (1,500 square 
kilometers) and spread so 
quickly that hundreds of 


Lightning likely cause of 2020 Sierra 
National Forest fire 


Labor Day holiday camp- 
ers had to be rescued by a 
series of harrowing helicop- 
ter flights. All 214 campers 
were delivered safely. 
Investigators did not rule 
out arson and lit cigarettes 
as the cause, but said there 
were no illegal marijuana 
grow sifes nearby that 
could have started the fire. 
Forest service officials said 
an “undetermined” status 
is not uncommon with a fire 
this complex. 

“Investigators soent count- 
less hours hiking rugged 
terrain to determine the 


cause, interviewed numer- 
ous leads, and eliminated 
multiple potential causes. 
In the end, lightning re- 
mains as the probable 
cause,” said Dean Gould, 
forest supervisor of the Si- 
erra National Forest. 

Fresno County Supervisor 
Nathan Magsig expressed 
gratitude for the service 
completing its investigation 
but said an undetermined 
cause makes it “hard for 
the residents and those 
who lost so much to find 
closure.” The Creek Fire 
destroyed 853. structures. 


Fresno County” estimates 
the cost of recovery and 
rebuilding to exceed $500 
million. There were no fa- 
talities. 

Fire officials at the time 
said they'd never seen a 
fire move so fast in forest- 
land — 15 miles (24 kilo- 
meters) in a day through 
droughi- and beetle-killed 
timber. The Sept. 4 fire near 
Yosemite National Park cut 
off an access road to a 
popular campground at 
Mammoth Pool Reservoir 
where 214 people became 
trapped.) 





By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — Emergency 
workers in western Germa- 
ny and Belgium rushed Fri- 
day to rescue hundreds of 
people threatened by his- 
toric floods, including resi- 
dents of a town where the 
ground gave way beneath 
their homes, as the disaster 
claimed dozens more lives 
and search for the missing 
went on. 

The death toll rose to more 
than 125, and hundreds 
of people were still unac- 
counted for. 

Sixty-three people perished 
in the German. state of 
Rhineland-Palatinate, — in- 
cluding 12 residents of an 
assisted living facility for dis- 
abled people in the town 
of Sinzig who were surprised 
by a sudden rush of water 
from the nearby Ahr River, 
authorities said. 

In neighboring North Rhine- 
Westphalia state, the num- 
ber of dead stood at 43, 
but officials warned that it 
could increase. 

German President Frank- 
Walter Steinmeier said he 
was “stunned” by the dev- 
astation and pledged sup- 
port to the families of those 
killed and to cities and 
towns facing © significant 
damage. 

“In the hour of need, our 
country stands together,” 
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Rescuers rush to help as Europe's flood foll surpasses 125 





Cars are covered in Hagen, Germany, Thursday, July 15, 2021 with the debris brought by the 
flooding of the ‘Nahma'’ river the night before. 


Steinmeier said in a state- 
ment. “It’s important that 
we show solidarity for those 
from whom the flood has 
taken everything.” 

A harrowing rescue effort 
Unfolded in the German 
town of Erftstadt, southwest 
of Cologne, where people 
were trapped when the 
ground gave way and their 
homes collapsed. 

Fifty people were rescued 
from their houses, County 
administrator Frank Rock 
told German broadcaster 
n-tv. Aerial photos showed 
what appeared to be a 


massive landslide at a grav- 
el pit on the town's edge. 
“One has to assume that 
Under the circumstances 
some people didn’t man- 
age to escape,” Rock said. 
Authorities cautioned that 
the large number of missing 
could stem from duplicat- 
ed reports and difficulties 
reaching people because 
of closed roads and dis- 
rupted phone service. 
After Germany, where the 
death toll stood at 106, Bel- 
gium was the hardest hit. 
The country had confirmed 
the deaths of 20 people, 
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with another 20 still miss- 
ing, Belgian Interior Minister 
Annelies Verlinden told the 
VRT network Friday. 

Several dikes on the Meuse 
Rriver that runs from Bel- 
gium into the Netherlands 
were aft risk of collapsing, 
Verlinden said. Authorities 
in the southern Dutch town 
of Venlo evacuated 200 
hospital patients due to the 
river's looming threat. 

The flash floods followed 
days of heavy rainfall in 
Western Europe. 
Thousands of people re- 
mained homeless in Ger- 


many after their houses 
were destroyed or deemed 
to be at risk. 

The governor of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, who 
hopes to succeed Chan- 
cellor Angela Merkel as the 
nation’s leader after Ger- 
many’s election on Sept. 
26, said the disaster had 
caused immense econom- 
ic damage to the country’s 
most densely populated 
state. 

“The floods have literally 
pulled the ground from be- 
neath many people's feet,” 
Gov. Armin Laschet said at 
a news conference. “They 
lost their houses, farms or 
businesses.” 

Federal and state officials 
have pledged financial aid 
to the affect areas. 

Malu Dreyer, the governor 
of Rhineland-Palatinate 
state, said the disaster 
showed the need to speed 
Up efforts to curb global 
warming. She accused Las- 
chet and Merkel’s center- 
right Union bloc of hindering 
efforts to achieve greater 
greenhouse gas reductions 
in Germany, Europe's big- 
gest economy and a major 
emitter of planet-warming 
gases. 

“Climate change isn't ab- 
stract anymore. We are ex- 
periencing if up close and 
painfully,” she told the Fun- 
ke media group.L) 


China, moving cautiously, starts carbon trading market 


BEIJING (AP) — Chinese 
power companies bid for 
credits to emit carbon di- 
oxide and other climate- 
changing gases as trading 
on the first national carbon 
exchange began Friday in 
a step meant to help curb 
worsening pollution. 

The official Xinhua News 
Agency said the exper 
mental first phase of car- 
bon trading at the Shang- 
hai Environment and En- 
ergy Exchange _ includes 
some 2,000 companies in 
the power industry that 
produce about 40% of Chi- 
na’s emissions. 

Over time, other major 
emitters will be added, 
such as airlines, the build- 
ing materials industry and 


iron and steel makers. 

China is the biggest car- 
bon emitter, but President 
Xi Jinping said last Sep- 
tember that output should 
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peak in 2030 and then de- 
cline. He said China should 
achieve “carbon neutral- 
ity,” or zero total output 
after measures to remove 
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The sun sets near a coal-fired power plant on the Yangize River 
in Nantong in eastern China’s Jiangsu province on Dec. 12, 2018. 
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carbon or offset emissions 
are counted, by 2060. 

The ruling Communist Party 
has resisted adopting any 
binding limits on carbon 
emissions, saying China 
has to focus first on eco- 
nomic develooment. 

At the Shanghdi- ex- 
change, companies will 
be assigned emissions Quo- 
tas and can sell the surplus 
if their output comes in un- 
der that level, Xinhua said. 
The goal is to create finan- 
cial incentives for compa- 
nies fo reduce emissions. 
To start, the market should 
have “modest transaction 
volumes and prices” be- 
cause companies have 
plenty of credits and there 
is NO Cap on emissions, Eur- 


asia Group said in a June 
26 report. 

China has had regional 
carbon trading markets 
as pilot projects for several 
years. 

Earlier, European power 
utilities and other com- 
panies paid for Chinese 
polluters to add wind, hy- 
dro and solar generating 
capacity in exchange for 
being allowed to increase 
their own emissions. The Ev- 
roopean Union ended that 
after it failed to slow the 
rise of Chinese emissions. 
The carbon market is un- 
likely to deliver imme- 
diate reductions, said 
Cory Comes. any anaiysi 
with consultancy Trivium 
China.) 
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Ramaphosa vows army will return order to South Africa 
1 


By ANDREW MELDRUM 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Standing at the entrance 
to a looted mall and sur- 
rounded by soldiers, South 
African President Cyril Ra- 
maphosa vowed Friday to 
restore order to the country 
after a week of violence 
set off by the imprisonment 
of former President Jacob 
Zuma. 

Visiting the port city of Dur- 
ban in hard-hit KwaZulu- 
Natal province, Zuma’s 
home area, Ramaphosa 
said the chaos and vio- 
lence in which more than 
200 people died had been 
“planned and coordinat- 
ed” and that the instigators 
will be prosecuted. 

“We have identified a good 
number of them and we 
will not allow anarchy and 
mayhem to just unfold in 
our country,” he said. One 
person has been arrested 
for instigating the violence 
and 11 others are under 
surveillance, officials said. 
As army tanks rolled by the 
trashed Bridge City mall, 
Ramaphosa said the de- 
ployment of 25,000 troops 
would end the violence 
and rampant theft in Kwa- 
Zulu-Natal and Gauteng 
Orovinces. 

South Africa's unrest erupt- 
ed after Zuma began serv- 
ing a 15-month sentence 
for contempt of court for 


Hong Kong 


By ZEN SOO 

Associated Press 

HONG KONG (AP) — Hong 
Kong's national security 
police on Friday raided 
the office of a university 





South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, visits an area in Durban, South Africa, Friday, July 16, 
2021 which was badly affected by unrest in the past week. 


refusing to comply with a 
court order to testify at a 
state-backed inquiry inves- 
tigating allegations of cor- 
ruption while he was presi- 
dent from 2009 to 2018. 
Protests quickly escalated 
into theft in township areas. 
In Durban, rioters attacked 
retail areas and industrial 
centers where they emp- 
tied warehouses and set 
them alight. The burned- 
out shells still smoldered Fri- 
day. 

More than 2,500 people 


have been arrested for 
theft and vandalism and 
212 people have died, 
Khumbudzo — Ntshavheni, 
acting minister in the presi- 
dency, said Friday. Many 
were trampled to death 
when shops were looted, 
according to police. 

The army rollout in KwaZu- 
lU-Natal is expected to re- 
store order in the coastal 
province within a few days. 
An uneasy calm has been 
secured in Gauteng prov- 
ince, which includes Jo- 


Associated Press 


hannesburg, South Africa's 
largest city and industrial 
hub. 

“The country is gradually 
but firmly returning to nor- 
mal,” Ntshavheni said dur- 
ing a daily news briefing on 
the crisis. 

IN a sign of a return to sta- 
bility, two. strategic high- 
ways linking Durban port to 
Johannesburg and Cape 
Town reopened Friday after 
being closed for a week, 
Nitshavheni announced. 
South Africa's unrest first 


flared at the Mooi River Toll 
gate for the N3 highway, 
where more than 20 trucks 
were burned. 

The military will patrol the 
highways but drivers are 
warned to use the road 
with care. “It is vitally im- 
portant to proceed with 
extreme caution and to 
stay alert at all times,” said 
the highway authority in a 
tweet Friday. 

The highways are vital 
transport routes carrying 
fuel, food and other goods. 
Authorities will work to re- 
open the rail line to the stra- 
tegic Indian Ocean ports of 
Durban and Richard's Bay 
that was also closed by the 
unrest, she said. 

One of the country’s big- 
gest food manufacturers, 
Tiger Brands, said it has 
stopped baking and food 
production operations at its 
most affected sites in Kwa- 
Zulu-Natal. The company 
said it had lost stock worth 
close to 150 million rand 
(about $10 million) in the 
violence. There has been 
an increase in people try- 
ing to soend cash stained 
with green dye, evidence 
that the money was sto- 
len from the hundreds of 
ATM machines broken into 
during the riots, according 
to the South African Bank- 
ing Risk Information Cen- 
ter, which warned that the 
notes won't be honored. () 


national security police raid student union office 


student union after student 
leaders last week com- 
memorated a man who 
killed himself after stab- 
bing a police officer. 

Police raided the office 





Police officers gather at the office of student union in campus 
of the University of Hong Kong, Friday, July 16, 2021. 
Associated Press 


at the University of Hong 
Kong and cordoned off 
the area around It. No stu- 
dents were in the office at 
the time.It was not clear if 
any arrests were made. 
Police confirmed — that 
they are investigating the 
student union with coop- 
eration from the university 
and that they collected 
evidence Friday under a 
search warrant. They did 
not release any further de- 
tails. 

Hong Kong leader Car- 
rie Lam earlier this week 
urged the university and 
police to take action after 
student leaders passed a 
motion expressing “deep 
sadness” and appreciat- 
Ing the “sacrifice” of the 


man who attacked the 
police officer. 

The man, identified as 
Leung Kin-fai, was de- 
scribed by police as a 
“lone wolf” domestic ter- 
rorist who was politically 
radicalized. On July 1, 
Leung stabbed a police 
officer with a knife be- 
fore turning the weapon 
on himself. Leaders of the 
student union later apolo- 
gized for passing the mo- 
tion and stepped down 
from their posts. 

Despite the apology, the 
University issued a_ state- 
ment saying it no longer 
recognized the student 
Union and would inves- 
tigate the incident and 
“take action against the 


students concerned.” 
Beijing imposed a sweep- 
Ing national security law in 
Hong Kong last year after 
months of anti-govern- 
ment protests in 2019 that 
included violent clashes 
between student-led pro- 
testers and police. 

Over a hundred pro-de- 
mocracy activists have 
been arrested under the 
law, which outlaws subver- 
sion, secession, terrorism 
and foreign collusion to in- 
terfere in the city’s affairs. 
Critics say the law has 
been used fo stifle dissent 
in Hong Kong and restricts 
freedoms promised to the 
former British colony for 50 
years that are not found 
on the mainland.) 
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Archeologist Harold Kelly doctorate/Ph.D. candidate 


ORANJESTAD - Recently, the Dutch Organization for Sci- 
entific Research (NWO) selected drs. Harold Kelly as a 
Ph.D. candidate in Archeology in the multi-disciplinary 
program titled; Island (er)s at the Helm”. This opportunity 
can create sustainable solutions and indicate social ad- 
aptations to counter climate change effects. 


After submitting the investigation proposition and an in- 
terview with the selection committee of the NWO. Mr. 
Harold Kelly was selected fo initiate the Ph.D. trajectory. 
In addition, drs. Sharelly Emanuelson of Curacao and drs. 
Lysanne Charles of Saba were both selected for the Ph.D. 
program. This research will be financed by the NWO. The 
host of this program is the Royal Institute for Language, 
Country en Folklore, and the University of Sint Maarten. 
The academic partners are the University of Amsterdam, 
Leiden, Utrecht, Delft, Twente, Rotterdam, the District of 
Columbia (USA), Institute of Social Studies (The Hague), 
and the University of the West Indies. The main objective 
of the investigation program is to investigate the innova- 
tive tools and practices that are needed to develop sus- 
tainable solutions. It also serves to counter the effects of 
climate change that affect the population of the Dutch 
Caribbean. Scientifically, the investigation program will 
contribute to more knowledge of the impact of climate 
change, based on the way the Dutch Caribbean islands 
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deal with this in the material, social and 
mental levels. An innovative aspect of the 
program is the investigation of social ad- 
aptation to counter the effects of climate 
change. The investigation will be done by 
a team consisting of professionals in many 
fields like archeology, (paleo) ecology, 
(cpaleo) ethnobotanical, anthropology, vi- 
sual art, scenic art, political science, urban 
design, and planning, government and 
political science, law, architecture, and 
civil engineer. 


The investigation program consists of 5 ar- 
eas and will have a duration of 5 years. 
The investigation will be done on a Ph.D. 
level and Postdoctorate level. A total of 5 
Ph.D. investigations will focus on archeol- 
ogy, anthropology, ethnic-architecture 
engineering, ethnic-urban engineering, 
government, and management develop- 
ment. Archeologist Harold Kelly will focus 





on the identification of the social adapta- 
tion to counter the effects of global warm- 
ing, hurricanes, and tsunamis, from the 
first inhabitants Up to the present, accord- 
ing to the archeological data. Climate 
change, hurricanes, and tsunamis are not 
recent phenomena. Since the first explo- 
ration and inhabitation in the Caribbean 
Region, more or less 8000 years ago, Is- 
landers have experienced these phenom- 
ena. The Caribbean islanders had to col- 
lectively and continuously adapt to these 
climate changes that affected or threat- 
ened their island and resources like food 
and water. Time has proven that since the 
very beginning, the islanders were resilient 
and have always overcome many obsta- 
cles. Kelly’s investigation will take place in 
the Dutch Caribbean, in Aruba, Bonaire, 
and Sint Maarten. Field findings, excava- 
tions, surface drilling, and conversation 
data will be collected. An essential aspect 
of the investigation is the involvement of 
the population during the investigation 
process. The findings of the investigation 
done by archaeologist Kelly will comple- 
ment and contribute to the research of 
the other disciplines that are part of the to- 
tal program. These findings will collectively 
helo develop sustainable and innovative 
solutions to equip the Dutch Caribbean is- 
lander with the right tools and practices to 
become more resilient and to be able to 
orepare for future climate change effects. 


The Minister of Finance, Economic Affairs, 
and Culture wishes Mr. Kelly of the Na- 
tional Archeological Museum all the best 
with this opportunity to study on a scientific 
level.) 
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PALM BEACH — The island of 
Aruba has always’ remained 
confident over the last 15 months, 
believing it would fully recover. 
The question was: How fast? 
After three months of complete 
lock-down, Aruba reopened to 
tourism in July 2020, and visitors 
slowly began returning to One 
Happy Island. 


Last week Friday, the’ Hilton 
Aruba Caribbean Resort & 
Casino proudly celebrated 
being at 100% occupancy, 


almost one year since its post 
lock-down reopening last year. 
It happened at a much faster 
recovery pace than predicted. 
What a wonderful feeling for the 
resort Team Members, eager to 
welcome guests back to their 
home away from home. 


IN recognition of the valuable 
support from Team Members 
at all levels of the operation, 
General Manager Vasco _ vy. 
Baselli donned his chef's apron, 
and headed fo the kitchen. 
What better way to show 
appreciation, than a sumptuous 
cook-out for lunch? 


Baselli, has made it a tradition 
to cook for Team Members 
on special occasions, and the 





projected 100% comeback, was 
one. On the menu, two great 
favorites, Piri Piri Chicken and 
grilled Ribs, accompanied by a 
tangy, homemade BBQ sauce, 
and Baselliis special baked 
bean recipe, which he credits his 
mother for. 


Team Members enjoyed their 
lunch at the Team Members’ 
cafeteria, feeling a great sense 
of satisfaction over the prospect 
of being back at full Capacity 
while future occupancy numbers 
remain very reassuring. 


The resort retained all of its 
Team Members throughout the 
pandemic.) 





At the Hilton Aruba Caribbean 


Resort & Casino, Jacintho 
Christiaans, retires after 32 years 
of service 


PALM BEACH - A young at heart, assistant bar supervisor, Jacintho Mari- 
anus Christiaans, recently retired from the Hilton Aruba Caribbean Re- 
sort & Casino. He was presented with a fresh flower bouquet, a letter 
of appreciation and gift at a small gathering at Mira Solo bar, in the 
presence of his wife Filomena, the couple’s two daughters, Glenn Farro, 
Director of Human Resources, and Vasco Baselli, General Manager. 


Jacintho “Chin” Christiaans worked for the resort for 32 years. During 
his time there he lived through many changes and challenges and has 
always risen to meet them, while exceeding the expectations of resort 
guests, who certainly will miss his drink mixing and social skills. 


Both Farro and Baselli thanked their retiring Team Member and wished 
him good luck on his new, exciting adventure of being retired to enjoy 
well-deserved rest, hobbies and the company of family members. 


Baselli sooke on behalf of the entire team. “Il would like to express our 
sincere gratitude for the hard work and professionalism that you have 
demonstrated over the past 32 years at our beloved hotel,” he said. 
“Your commitment and dedication have always been an inspiration 
to your colleagues, supervisors and managers, who will certainly miss 
working with you. You represent what has always defined this resort, the 
warmth and genuine hospitality of its Team Members. As you initiate a 
new chapter in your life, we congratulate you, and wish to extend a 
heartfelt Masha Danki, for a job well done.” 


Pictured here, a snap shot from the lively gathering over drinks and hors 
d’oeuvres as the Hilton bids his emeritus bartender farewell.L} 
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Tuscany Residence Aruba: 
Aruba's Luxury Residential Resort with unique Water Villas 





NOORD — Within walking distance of the fin- 
est white beaches and the clear blue ocean, 
Tuscany Residence Aruba is founded in one 
of the best and most popular neighborhoods 
of Aruba, close to the shopping and nighlilife 
of Palm Beach. Tuscany Residence Aruba 
brings luxury living to a new level and they 
are very unique in their offerings with the 
Daimari Water Villas. 


Around 180 exclusive properties will be built 
in all different sizes and prices, suitable for 
everyone's wishes and among them are 18 
luxury Water Villas, all with a private terrace 
and direct access to the pool. The Daimari 
Water Villas include 2 and 3 bedrooms with 
wardrobes, 2 and 3.5 bathrooms, are fully fur- 
nished with a fully equipped German kitchen, 
fully air-conditioned and with wide aluminum 
sliding door to the covered pool terraces. 
Balcony and covered terraces are offered 
on the 2 floors unit and a private parking 
in front of the unit or your own garage Is all 
yours. 50% of these amazing houses is already 
sold! There are still 9 residences available, in- 
cluding 2 with a one car garage. 


Tuscany Residences now offer a special pre- 
construction discount, whereby your advan- 
tage increases to 9.7%. Pre-construction pric- 
es starting at US$ 450,775 Turn-Key! 


Dutch design 

This luxury residential resort with various types 
of homes has many amenities such as swim- 
ming pools, restaurant, bar, offices, meeting 
rooms, gym, wellness and more. The combi- 
nation of the beautiful DUtch modern inter- 
national architecture and the Aruban palm 
trees creates a luxurious Aruban feeling and 
relaxed atmosphere in this resort. Tuscany 
Residence Aruba is the perfect choice for 
couples and families. Bas de Groot, Man- 
aging Director of Tuscany Residence Aruba 
adds, “We differ from traditional building, our 
design distinguishes itself.” At 8 minutes’ walk 
from Palm Beach, designed in a European 
style with high-quality materials, on property 
land and with buying possibilities from condos 
to townhouses fo villas, Tuscany Residence is 
a dream comes true. 


We take care of it all 

De Groot adds, “Our project is in continuous 
construction which builds confidence. He 
continues saying that maintenance, property 
managemer?, rental program and safety are 
taken care of. “You can log in from abroad 





and manage your property for rental or view 
your administration.” The great thing about 
Tuscany is that it offers everything equal to 
a resort but you do not need to wait for an 
elevator to bring you up, worry about park- 
iINg space or noisy neighbors. “We have got 
space and different size offerings making this 
more a community feel rather than a packed 
condo building.” He also emphasizes that the 
location is one of the best on Aruba as it Is 
quiet and close to Palm Beach. 


Reasons to buy 

Reasons to consider Aruba property owner- 

shio, at Tuscany Residence Aruba 

e Excellent price-quality ratio 

¢ Beautiful designs & Quality construction 

e Residential Park with all amenities 

e Property land on top-location 

e Varies properties in different price range 

e Onsite Maintenance Team, Property 
Management & Rental Program 


Are you looking for a safe, quiet, residential 
area where you will meet a mix of local and 
foreign owners? Do you feel for a warm com- 
munity with amenities like wellness, gym, res- 
taurants, pools and this all within a structure 
where the residence takes care of your prop- 
erty management while you are not here? 
Can the highest European quality and solid 
working structure take away your preoccu- 
pations while you are home? Than meet us, 
we are here to convince you with quality! 


For an impression of Daimari Water Villas have 
a look at the website: https://www.tuscany- 





residencearuba.com/en/news. For more in- 
formation please contact Bas de Groot by 
phone +297-7332424 or email bas@tuscany- 
residencearuba.com. 


Tuscany Residence Aruba 

Salina Cerca 131, Noord, Aruba 
info@tuscanyresidencearuba.com 
(+297) 280 4664 

(+297) 733 2424 
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Olympic sport of schmoozing eludes corporate sponsors 


By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Scream- 
ing fans won't be the only 
thing missing from this year’s 
Olympic Games in Tokyo. 
Behind the scenes, there 
won't much schmoozing 
for corporate sponsors eéi- 
ther, thanks to the pan- 
demic. 

The corporate sponsorship 
program has been a key 
part of the Olympic expe- 
rience since it began in 
1985. More than a dozen or 
sO names like Coca-Cola 
and Proctor & Gamble pay 
millions of dollars in each 
four-year cycle on spon- 
sorshio and marketing pro- 
grams that includes wining 
and dining athletes, top 
employees and key clients 
at Olympic events. 

But all that networking op- 
portunity has been under- 
mined because of the vi- 
rus. Brands were already 
dealing with uncertainty 
regarding the fate of the 
Tokyo Olympics, which 
had been delayed from 
2020. The games have now 
turned info a mostly ITV- 
event after the Japanese 
government put Tokyo un- 
der a COVID-19 state of 
emergency because of 
rising new infections and 
the highly contagious delta 
variant. 

Rick Burton, professor of 
sport management at Syra- 
cuse University, said world- 
wide sponsors typically use 





In this Saturday, July 10, 2021, file photo, the Olympic rings are illuminated outside the Narita 
International Airport prior to the 2020 Summer Olympics near Tokyo. 


the event to entertain dig- 
nitaries from other countries 
where they hope fo pursue 
a business venture as well 
as clients with whom they 
hope to cinch deals or 
deepen relationships. 

“There are so few op- 
portunities to take some- 
one to somewhere else in 
the world it's an extrava- 
ganza,” said Burton, who 
served as the chief market- 
ing officer of the U.S. Olym- 
pic Committee for the 2008 
Beijing games. “| can take 
you to an NFL game or an 
NBA game, but if isn’t as 
big as the Olympics.” 

But even with a muted To- 
kyo Olympics, corporate 
sponsors still see a golden 


opportunity to market their 
brand with such trademark 
symbols as the torch. “The 
Olympic brand is so strong 
in the hearts and minds of 
oeople around the world,” 
said Rob Prazmark, founder 
of 21 Marketing, which has 
helped the International 
Olympic Committee evalu- 
ate its global sponsorship 
program and has brokered 
more than $3 billion worth 
of Olympic — sponsorship 
deals. “(The sponsors) are in 
it for the long haul. They're 
not dealing with it as a one- 
and-done thing. They are 
viewing if as an asset for 
their company long term.” 

Experts believe corporate 
soonsors will be able to sal- 


Associated Press 


vage networking opportu- 
nities by hosting their own 
parties or reinvesting more 
money in social media. 
Tony Pace, the former chief 
marketing officer of Sub- 
way who now has his own 
marketing firm, thinks soon- 
sors will likely hold viewing 
parties with former Olympic 
athletes in person or virtu- 
ally or be creative with cur- 
rent Olympic athletes by 
perhaps using social media 
or remote conferencing for 
private events with their cli- 
ents. 

Many of the worldwide 
soonsors either declined 
to comment or didn’t re- 
soond to queries from The 
Associated Press on what 


events they had planned. 
Bridgestone Corp. the 
world’s largest tire and rub- 
ber company and one of 
the worldwide Olympic 
soonsors, Would only say 
in a statement that it isn’t 
creating any events out- 
side of Tokyo but focusing 
its efforts in its marketing 
campaigns on broadcast, 
digital and social media as 
well as “supporting its ath- 
letes along the journey.” 
Prazmark estimates the 
worldwide sponsors soend 
on average $400 million 
for each four-year cycle, 
which gives them market- 
ing rights to one summer 
and one winter Olympics. 
The worldwide partner pro- 
gram accounts for roughly 
20% of the International 
Olympic Committee’s rev- 
enue, with the rest largely 
coming from TV rights, ac- 
cording to the IOC. And 
athletes often sign sepa- 
rate pacts for themselves. 
Coca-Cola, the longest 
standing Olympic partner 
has exclusivity over non- 
alcoholic beverages. The 
funding provides. direct 
support for the training 
of Olympic athletes and 
hopefuls globally. That’s in 
addition to financing glob- 
al marketing campaigns 
and creating the interac- 
tive experiences on site. 
Experts say the majority 
of the commitment goes 
toward advertising on alll 
platforms.) 


American recalling flight attendants to handle travel crowds 


FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 
— American Airlines is can- 
celing extended leaves for 
about 3,300 flight atten- 
dants and felling them fo 
come back to work in time 
for the holiday season. 
And American plans to hire 
800 new flight attendants 
by next March, according 
to an airline executive. 
The moves are the _ lat- 
est indication that leisure 
travel in the U.S. is recover- 
INg more quickly from the 
pandemic than airlines ex- 
pected. 

“Increasing customer de- 
mand and new _ routes 
starting later this year 


mean we need more flight 
attendants to operate the 
airline,” Brady Byrnes, the 
airline’s vice president of 
flight service, told flight at- 
tendants in a memo Thurs- 
day. 

Byrnes said cabin crews 
who are coming back 
from leave will return to 
flights in November or De- 
cember. 

Last year, American of- 
fered long-term leaves 
of absence to flight at- 
tendants and other em- 
ployees fo cut costs while 
it struggled with a steep 
drop in travel caused by 
the coronavirus outbreak. 


Other airlines did the same 
thing. Now they need peo- 
ple. 

Delta Air Lines CEO Ed Bas- 
tian said this week that 
his airline expects to hire 
between 4,000 and 5,000 
workers this year. Delta 
plans to add 1,300 reserva- 
tions agents by this fall to 
reduce long waits on hold 
for customers who call the 
airline. It’s also adding cus- 
tomer service, cargo and 
airoort workers and plans 
to hire more than 1,000 pi- 
lots before next summer. 
When the pandemic hit, 
the number of people fly- 
Ing in the US. plunged 


below 100,000 on some 
days, a level not seen in 
decades. This year, if has 
climbed from less than 
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700,000 a day in early Feb- 
ruary to 2 million a day in 


July. 
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In this Monday, July 27, 2020, file photo, An American Airlines 
Boeing 737-823 lands at Miami International Airport in Miami. 


Associated Press 
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36 Couch 
potata’s 
need 
37 Skin woe 
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In this 2017 photo provided by the University of California, San Francisco, neurosurgeon Dr. 
Edward Chang is reflected in a computer monitor displaying brain scans as he performs surgery 


at UCSF. 


Associated Press 


Device taps brain waves fo help 
paralyzed man communicate 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 

IN a medical first, researchers harnessed 
the brain waves of a paralyzed man un- 
able to soeak and turned what he intend- 
ed to say info sentences on a computer 
screen. 

It will take years of additional research but 
the study, reported Wednesday, marks an 
important step toward one day restoring 
more natural communication for people 
who can't talk because of injury or illness. 
“Most of us take for granted how easily 
we communicate through speech,” said 
Dr. Edward Chang, a neurosurgeon at the 
University of California, San Francisco, who 
led the work. “It’s exciting to think we're 
at the very beginning of a new chapter, a 
new field” to ease the devastation of pa- 
tients who lost that ability. 
Today, people who can’t soeak or write 
because of paralysis have very limited 
ways of communicating. 

For example, the man in the experiment, 
who was not identified to protect his priva- 
cy, uses a pointer attached to a baseball 
cap that lets him move his head to touch 
words or letters on a screen. Other devices 
can pick up patients’ eye movements. But 
it’s a frustratingly slow and limited substitu- 
tion for soeech. 
Tapping brain signals to work around a 
disability is a hot field. In recent years, ex- 
periments with mind-controlled prosthetics 
have allowed paralyzed people to shake 
hands or take a drink using a robotic arm 
they imagine moving and those brain sig- 
nals are relayed through a computer to 
the artificial limb. 

Chang's team built on that work to devel- 
op a “speech neuroprosthetic” decoding 
brain waves that normally control the vo- 


cal tract, the tiny muscle movements of 
the lips, jaw, tongue and larynx that form 
each consonant and vowel. 

Volunteering to test the device was aq man 
in his late 30s who 15 years ago suffered a 
brain-stem stroke that caused widespread 
paralysis and robbed him of speech. The 
researchers implanted electrodes on the 
surface of the man’s brain, over the area 
that controls soeecnh. 

A computer analyzed the patterns when 
he attempted to say common words such 
as “water” or “good,” eventually becom- 
ing able to differentiate between 50 words 
that could generate more than 1,000 sen- 
fences. 

Prompted with such questions as “How are 
you today?” or “Are you thirsty” the device 
eventually enabled the man to answer “| 
am very good” or “Nolam not thirsty” not 
voicing the words but translating them into 
text, the team reported in the New Eng- 
land Journal of Medicine. 

It takes about three to four seconds for the 
word to appear on the screen after the 
man tries to say It, said lead author David 
Moses, an engineer in Chang's lab. That's 
not nearly as fast as soeaking but quicker 
than tapping out a response. 

IN an accompanying editorial, Harvard 
neurologists Leigh Hochberg and Sydney 
Cash called the work a “pioneering dem- 
onstration.” 

They suggested improvements but said 
if the technology pans out it eventually 
could helo people with injuries, strokes or 
illnesses like Lou Gehrig's disease whose 
“brains prepare messages for delivery but 
those messages are trapped.” 

Chang's lab has spent years mapping the 
brain activity that leads to soeech. LJ 
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Just 7% of our DNA is unique to 
modern humans, study shows 





This Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2003 file photo shows a reconstructed Neanderthal skeleton, right, and a 
modern human skeleton on display at the Museum of Natural History in New York. 
Associated Press 


CHRISTINA LARSON 

AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — What 
makes humans unique? 
Scientists have taken an- 
other step toward solving 
an enduring mystery with a 
new tool that may allow for 
more precise Comparisons 
between the DNA of mod- 
ern humans and that of our 
extinct ancestors. 

Just 7% of our genome is 
Uniquely shared with other 
humans, and not shared 
by other early ancestors, 
according to a study pub- 
lished Friday in the journal 
Science Advances. 

“That's a pretty small per- 
centage,’ said Nathan 
Schaefer, a University of 
California computational 
biologist and co-author of 
the new paper. “This kind 
of finding is why scientists 
are tuming away from 
thinking that we humans 
are so vastly different from 
Neanderthals.” 

The research draws upon 
DNA extracted from fossil 
remains of now-extinct Ne- 
anderthals and Denisovans 
dating back to around 
40,000 or 50,000 years ago, 
as well as from 279 modern 
people from around the 
world. 


Scientists already know 
that modern people share 
some DNA with Neander- 
thals, but different people 
share different parts of the 
genome. One goal of the 
new research was to iden- 
tify the genes that are ex- 
clusive to modern humans. 


It’s.) a difficult statistical 
oroblem, and the re- 
searchers “developed a 


valuable fool that takes 
account of missing data 
in the ancient genomes,” 
said John Hawks, a pa- 
leoanthropologist at the 
University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, who was not in- 
volved in the research. The 
researchers also found that 
an even smaller fraction of 
our genome just 1.5% is 
both unique to our spe- 
cies and shared among all 
people alive today. Those 
slivers of DNA may hold the 
most significant clues as 
to what truly distinguishes 
modern human beings. 

“We can tell those regions 
of the genome are highly 
enriched for genes that 
have to do with neural 
develooment and _ brain 
function,” said University 
of California, Santa Cruz 
computational biologist 
Richard Green, a COo-du- 


thor of the paper. In 2010, 
Green helped produce 
the first draft sequence of 
a Neanderthal genome. 
Four years later, geneticist 
Joshua Akey co-authored 
a paper showing that mod- 
ern humans carry some 
remnants of Neanderthal 
DNA. 

Since then, scientists have 
continued to refine tech- 
niques to extract and ana- 
lyze genetic material from 
fossils LJ 
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aa HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 
















































San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle (Maria) Tel. 585 145 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 

527 3200 

527 2900 

584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 






facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Study finds more racial diversity in LGBTQ film characters 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 

AP National Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The year 
2020 saw welcome growth 
in racial diversity of LBGTQ 
characters in films released 
by major studios, accord- 
ing to a new study by the 
advocacy group GLAAD. 
But for the fourth year in a 
row there were no trans- 
gender or non-binary char- 
acters in those films. 

The study, released Thurs- 
day, also found no LGBTQ 
characters in those films liv- 
ing with HIV, or with disabili- 
ties. 

GLAAD looked at 44 films 
released in theaters by ma- 
jor studios in 2020, a limited 
number due to the pan- 
demic. 

Of those films, 10 (22.7%) 
contained LGBTQ- char- 
acters. The films included 
“Kajillonaire,” “Like a Boss,” 
“The Broken Hearts Gal- 
lery,” “Fantasy — Island,” 
“Valley Girl,” “Freaky,” “The 
New Mutants,” and “Birds 
of Prey.” It was an increase 
of 4.1% from the previous 
year, but a decrease of 
12 films overall (last year’s 
study looked at 118 films.) 
GLAAD counted 20 LGBTQ 
characters in those films, 
a decrease from 50 in last 
year’s report (again, attrib- 
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This image provided by Focus Features shows Gina Rodriguez as Melanie, from left, Richard Jenkins 
as Robert Dyne and Evan Rachel Wood as Old Dolio Dyne in a scene from director Miranda July’s 


“Kajillionaire.” 


Utable to the reduced sam- 
ole size of films released in 
2020.) Of the 20 charac- 


ters, 11 were women and 
9 men, making this the first 
time GLAAD's © tracking 


found more women than 
men in those roles 

Especially concerning, 
GLAAD noted, was that 
for the fourth year in a 
row, there were zero trans- 
gender and/or non-binary 


characters counted. The 
group renewed its call for 
increased transgender and 
non-binary representation 
and storytelling, “especially 
IN a political climate with 
anti-transgender legislation 
moving forward at a record 
pace.” 

The report came two days 
after Mj Rodriguez of TV's 
“Pose” became the_ first 
transgender performer 


Associated Press 


nominated for a major act- 
ing Emmy -- a develooment 
hailed by GLAAD. 

A welcome finding was the 
increase in racial diversity 
of LGBTQ characters. Of 
the 20 characters counted, 
40% (or eight) were char- 
acters of color, an increase 
of 6% from 2019 (though an 
overall decrease of nine 
characters). 

GLAAD noted that was still 


17% lower than a record of 
57 percent characters of 
color in 2017. 

GLAAD noted a a signifi- 
cant increase in screen 
time given LGBTQ charac- 
ters in the major releases: 
Half (10 of 20) registered 10 
minutes or more. But quan- 
tity didn’t necessarily mean 
better quality. 

“For example, ‘The Gentle- 
man’ and ‘Buddy Games’ 
both registered more than 
10 minutes but with char- 
acters that were stereotypi- 
cal and which elicited neg- 
ative reactions from many 
LGBTQ viewers,” the group 
said. “There remains a huge 
opportunity for meaningful 
LGBTQ storytelling.” 

Of the 20 LGBTQ charac- 
ters, none were living with 
HIV and none with a dis- 
ability. Since GLAAD be- 
gan counting LGBTQ char- 
acters with disabilities in its 
2020 report, if has tallied 
just one character, in a 
2019 film. 

“In the past year, GLAAD 
challenged the TV industry 
to introduce new regular 
and recurring LGBTQ char- 
acters living with HIV in or- 
der to combat stigma,” the 
group said. “Now, GLAAD 
is similarly challenging Hol- 
lywood studios.) 


Pump it up! Costello preps Spanish ‘This Year's Model’ 


By DAVID BAUDER 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Elvis 
Costello is re-releasing his 
classic “This Year’s Model” 
album but this year’s ver- 
sion erases his vocals and 
replaces him with Spanish- 
language singers. 

A video of Juanes per- 
forming “Pump it Up” was 
released Thursday, pre- 
ceding the full version of 
“Spanish Model” due to 
come out on Sept. 10. 
Producer Sebastian Krys 
kept, and remixed, the 
original instrumental tracks 
recorded by Costello and 
his backing band, the At- 
tractions. Besides Juanes, 
other vocalists include Fito 
Paez, Luis Fonsi, Sebastian 
Yatra and Jesse & Joy. 
Originally released in 
1978, “This Year's Model” 


was Costello's second al- 
bum and first with the At- 
tractions. With its furious 
sound and blistering pace, 
Costello described it as an 
album about control and 
“desire and how that re- 
lates to love, fashion and 
the male gaze towards 
women.” 

“| don’t think there’s any- 
thing that somebody in 
another language would 
not have encountered,” 
he said. 

He said in a news release 
that he was inspired by 
television producer David 
Simon's request that he re- 
cord his song “This Year’s 
Girl” as a duet with singer 
Natalie Bergman for his 
show “The Deuce.” He said 
he had a dream where he 
heard “This Year’s Model” 
sung In Spanish. 


Juanes had just worked 
with Krys on his latest al- 
bum, “Origen.” He _ told 
The Associated Press that 
he could hear Costello's 
breathing in the mix used 
for his vocals. 

“The video is very particu- 
lar, foo,” Juanes said, “be- 
cause it’s an animation 
over the original. | mean, 
It's the original video, but 
with my face. It’s a bit cra- 
zy, but it’s really cool. The 
same body of Elvis danc- 
ing to the song, but with 
my face.” 

“Soanish Model” includes 
versions of “Mentira” (Lip 
Service) sung by Pablo 
Lopez, “La Chica de Hoy” 
(This Year's Girl) by Cami 
and “Tu Eres Para Mi” (You 
Belong to Me) by Fonsi. 
Costello has teased the 
concept of bilingual re- 


leases recently, with Iggy 
Pop singing a French ver- 
sion of Costello's song “No 
FOS 

“Part of the fun of this 
project is its unexpected 


nature,” Costello said. “Al- 
though, | think people in 
my audience that have 
been paying attention are 
oretty much used to sur- 
prises by now.) 





Juanes arrives at the Latin Recording Academy Person of the 
Year gala in Las Vegas on Nov. 13, 2019, in Las Vegas, left, 
and Elvis Costello poses for a portrait in New York on Sept. 17, 


2018. 


Associated Press 
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LIBOURNE, France (AP) — 
Matej Mohoric put a finger 
to his mouth then made a 
zioping-the-lios gesture be- 
fore he crossed the finish 
line. Two days after police 
searched his hotel room 
at the Tour de France, the 
Slovenian champion had a 
message to his critics. 

“It was a sign to show peo- 
ple that question our per- 
formances to be mindful 
that we are making huge 
sacrifices,’ he said after 
posting a@ second stage 
win by surging solo from a 
breakaway group with a 
darting attack on Friday. 
“It’s the biggest race in 
the world, and also today 
we had to make the point 
that we are one of the best 
teams in the world and that 
we are on an even playing 
field.” Mohoric, who rides 
for the Bahrain Victorious 
team, made his move with 
26 kilometers (16 miles) left 
in Stage 19 and produced 
a tremendous individual ef- 
fort after soending the day 
at the front. 

His victory brought relief to 
his team, which was raid- 
ed as part of a doping in- 
vestigation. The Marseille 
prosecutor in charge of 
the case said a preliminary 
investigation targeting the 
team was opened on July 
3 “for acquisition, transport, 
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Marathon man Mohoric posts 2nd Tour de France stage win 





Slovenia's Matej Mohoric gestures to be quiet as he crosses the finish line to win the nineteenth 
stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 207 kilometers (128.6 miles) with start in Mourenx 
and finish in Libourne, France,Friday, July 16, 2021. 


possession, import of a sub- 
stance or method prohib- 
ited for use by an athlete 
without medical justifica- 
tion.” 

None of the Bahrain Victori- 
ous riders competing at the 
Tour has been publicly ac- 
cused of wrongdoing. 

“lL was thinking mostly about 
what happened two days 
ago,” Mohoric said, when 
asked about his thoughts in 
the final kilometer. “When 
| felt like a criminal with all 


AP source: 2 NFL teams 


By ROB MAADDI 

AP Pro Football Writer 

Two NFL teams remain un- 
der 50% vaccinated less 
than two weeks from the 
SGheOn wihellMinei ae Claes 
person familiar with the 
vaccination rates told The 
Associated Press. 

As for Friday, Washington 
and Indianapolis had the 
two lowest COVID-19 vac- 
cination rates among the 
32 teams in the league, ac- 
cording to the person who 
sooke to the AP on condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
the league hasn't released 
the numbers, which are 
changing daily. 

Pittsburgh, Miami, Carolina 
and Denver have the high- 
est vaccination rates and 
are among 10 teams that 
have achieved aft least 
85%. About 73% of players 


have been vaccinated. 
Teams on the lower end 
of the vaccination table 
face potential competi- 
tive disadvantages. 

The NFL doesn’t plan to 
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the police coming to our 
hotel. 

“From one point of view, 
it's a good thing, because 
it means there are still con- 
trols in the peloton and they 
are checking all the teams. 
But from another point of 
view ... It’s not a nice thing 
when the police walk into 
your room and search alll 
your belongings.” 

About 25 officers from a 
soecial public health unit 
(OCLAESP) in charge of 


cancel any games. this 
season, the person said. 

In a memo sent to clubs 
last week and obitained 
by the AP on Thursday, the 
NEL, in conjunction with the 
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In this June 2, 2021, file photo, Washington Football Team 
helmets are on the field during an NFL football OTA at Inova 
Sports Performance Center in Ashburn, Va. 


Associated Press 


Associated Press 


the case were involved in 
the search, and Mohoric’s 
team said it was asked for 
all of its training files. 

“Even if you have noth- 
ing to hide it feels a little 
bit weird ... when they go 
through your personal pho- 
tos, the photos of your fam- 
ily, your phone and your 
messages,’ Mohoric. said. 
“At the end of the day I’ve 
got nothing to hide ... and | 
don't care too much about 
other people checking my 


NFLPA, updated protocols 
to allow teams traveling 
to joint practices to have 
their daily maximum of Tier 
1 and Tier 2 individuals. 
The traveling party will be 
either 100 or 140, depend- 
ing on the club’s vaccina- 
tion percentage. The club 
must limit the number of 
individuals traveling on the 
team transportation to 85 
but may travel additional 
Tier 1 and Tier 2 staff up to 
the applicable daily Tier 
limits separately to attend 
the practice. 

Also, beginning at the start 
of training camp, teams 
will be required to develop 
a method to visually iden- 
tify fully vaccinated Tier 1 
and Tier 2 individuals. 
Utilizing color-coded wrist- 
bands or credentials are 
recommended but clubs 


stuff, so it’s okay in the end 
| hope.” 

Mohoric has stage wins at 
all three Grand Tours and Is 
Qa specialist of long solo ef- 
forts. 

The Slovenian earned his 
first Tour stage win by claim- 
ing the marathon stage of 
this year’s race, a 249-ki- 
lometer hilly trek in central 
France. 

On paper, Friday's 207-ki- 
lometer flat stage to the 
southwestern town of Li- 
bourne looked tailor-made 
for Mark Cavendish, but the 
British sprinter’s team did 
not try to catch the break- 
away when it formed. 
After matching Eddy Mer- 
ckx’s all-time record of 34 
stage wins last week, Cav- 
endish will have another 
chance to break if dur- 
ing Sunday’s final stage, 
Qa mainly processional ride 
generally ending with a 
mass sprint on the Champs- 
Elysees. 

Christoohe Laporte was 
runner-up, 58 seconds off 
the pace, and Casper 
Pedersen completed the 
OOdium. 

With none of the break- 
away riders a threat in the 
general classification, race 
leader Tadej Pogacar rode 
safely in the pack, crossing 
20 minutes, 50 seconds be- 
hind with his main rivals. ) 


remain under 50% vaccinated 


are free to implement oth- 
er methods. 

Last month, the NFL and 
the players’ union up- 
dated protocols to loosen 
restrictions for fully vacci- 
nated players and to en- 
courage others to get the 
vaccine. 

Unvaccinated players 
must continue to get daily 
testing, wear masks and 
practice physical distanc- 
ing. They won't be allowed 
to eat meals with team- 
mates, can’t participate 
in media or marketing 
activities while traveling, 
aren't permitted to use the 
sauna or steam room and 
may not leave the team 
hotel or interact with peo- 
ple outside the team while 
traveling. Vaccinated 
players will not have any 
of those restrictions._} 
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BINGO IS BACK! WATCH FOR RETURN OF MONDAY MADNESS 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 












Get a FREE Alhambra 


T-Shirt when you earn 


250 Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players’ Club card! 
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Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 


Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 


Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 
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Oosthuizen sets 36-hole Open record, stellar cast behind him 


By STEVE DOUGLAS 

AP Sports Writer 
SANDWICH, England (AP) 
— Louis Oosthuizen set a 
36-hole record at the Brit- 
ish Open and is halfway 
to ending that run of near 
misses at the majors. 

Now all he has to do is hold 
off a cast of major cham- 
pions on the weekend at 
Royal St. George's. 

On a day of pleasant sum- 
mer weather that took the 
fear out of the links off Sand- 
wich Bay, Oosthuizen broke 
away from a three-way tie 
with a_birdie-birdie-eagle 
run from the 12th hole. He 
shrugged off his first bogey 
of the week for a 5-under 
65 and a two-stroke lead 
on Friday. 

Former PGA champion 
Collin Morikawa had a 64 in 
the morning and was two 
shots behind. Another shot 
back was Jordan Spieth 
(67), going after his fourth 
major. 

Lurking was two-time ma- 
jor champion Dustin John- 
son, the No. 1 player in the 
world who shot 65 and was 
tied for fourth, four strokes 
behind Oosthuizen. 

"The game is good, but 
| know it's a really good 
leaderboard," Oosthuizen 
said. ‘I'll have to play good 
golf this weekend if | want 
to come out first." 
Oosthuizen, looking as calm 
as the conditions, was at 
11-under 129, breaking the 
36-hole Open record first 
set by Nick Faldo in 1992 at 
Muirfield and matched by 
Brandt Snedeker in 2012 at 
Royal Lytham & St. Annes. 
This will be the fifth time in 
the last nine rounds at a 
major that Oosthuizen, the 





South Africa's Louis Oosthuizen acknowledges the crowd after putting an eagle on the 14th green 


during the second round of the British Open Golf Championship at Royal St George's golf course 
Sandwich, England, Friday, July 16, 2021. 


2010 Open champion at St. 
Andrews, has had at least 
a share of the lead. He was 
runner-up at the last two 
majors, to Phil Mickelson at 
the the PGA Championship 
in May and to Jon Rahm 
the U.S. Open last month. 
"I'm not really going to think 
about the second spots,’ 
said Oosthuizen, when 
asked what he'll do differ- 
ently this time. "| know my 
game is in a good place.’ 
He'll also be aware of the 
quality of player behind 
him, though. 

Morikawa, making quite a 
debut in links golf, made 
seven birdies in his first 14 
holes as part of a clinic 
in iron play. He missed a 
5-foot par putt on No. 15 
— ending a 27-hole stretch 
without a bogey — and 


had a 10-foot birdie putt on 
the final hole catch the lip. 
Spieth, four shots behind 
Morikawa when he teed 
off, was tied for the lead 
after 12 holes and then 
played the last six holes 
in 1 over, a stretch he de- 
scribed as ‘frustrating." He 
had plenty of looks at bird- 
ie, but the putts didn't drop 
like they did on Thursday. 

"| don't know, | think | need 
to bring more food on the 
golf course tomorrow, said 
Spieth, who has already 
lifted the claret jug before 
at Royal Birkdale in 2017. 
"| got really just in a weird 
head space, like fatigued 
there on like the 13th green 
as we were waiting and hit- 
ting putts." 

Then there was Johnson, 
Qa runner-up at Royal St. 


Associated Press 


George's in 2011, who stuck 
his approach at the last to 
3 feet for a birdie and a 
round of 65, which left him 
at 7 under with Dylan Frit- 
telli of South Africa (67) and 
Scottie Scheffler (66). 

The weather is expected to 
stay benign over the week- 
end, potentially favoring 
Johnson if the fairways firm 
Up and the ball runs longer 
and faster. "| feel like I'm in 
a good position heading 
into the weekend," he said. 
One shot behind an eclec- 
tic mix of players at 6 under 
— including two more South 
Africans in Justin Harding 
and Daniel Van Tonder as 
well as Germany's Marcel 
Siem, who qualified from a 
second-tier Challenge Tour 
event last week — were 
Rahm (64) and Brooks Ko- 


epoka. 

Koepka, a four-time major 
winner and seemingly al- 
ways in contention at golf's 
biggest events, made four 
birdies in his last five holes 
for a 66, then continued his 
petty feud with Bryson De- 
Chambeau with perhaps 
the best shot of his round. 
During a television § inter- 
view, Koepka said he was 
driving it great, adding: "| 
love my driver’ — a clear 
nod at DeChambeau, who 
complained on Thursday 
that his driver "sucks." 
DeChambeau doesn't 
look like being a_ factor 
this weekend at Royal St. 
George's but he's sticking 
around after shooting a 
70, which saw him make 
the cut on the number at | 
over. 

Rory Mcllroy will be, too, 
needing a birdie on the fi- 
nal hole for another 70. He 
was 11 shots behind and 
set to stay on four majors 
until 2022. 

"That's sort of been the way 
for the last couple months," 
Mcllroy said. "It's felt close, 
but it just hasn't quite been 
close enough." 

Other big names weren't so 
lucky: No. 7 Patrick Cantlay, 
No. 9 Patrick Reed and for- 
mer Open champions Fran- 
cesco Molinari and Henrik 
Stenson were among those 
headed home. 

A sign of the favorable 
weather that has con- 
fronted the world's best 
players this week — there 
was barely a drop of wind 
at times on Friday — Is the 
fact the cut was at 1-over 
141. The previous lowest cut 
at Royal St. George's was 
143.0) 


